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Elements of Fiction
8th Reading 

Mrs. Mitchell

I. Plot:  the series of events that takes us from the beginning to the end of the story.

a. Exposition:  background information

b. Rising action:  conflict is introduced; leads to the climax

c. Climax:  high point of the story

d. Falling action: leads to the resolution

e. Resolution:  conflict is resolved

II. Theme:  main idea 

-either stated or implied

III. Setting:

a. time

b. place

IV. Point of View:  vantage point from which the story is told

a. 1st person:  narrator is a character in the story (1st person pronouns are used i.e. I, me, we).

b. 3rd person limited:  narrator is outside of the story.  We are given the thoughts and feelings of one or very few characters.  (3rd person pronouns are used i.e. he, she, they).

c. 3rd person omniscient:  narrator is outside of the story.  We are given the thoughts and feelings of many characters.  (3rd person pronouns are used i.e. he, she, they).

V. Conflict:  struggle between opposing forces.  

a. person vs. person - external

b. person vs. self  -  internal

c. person vs. society  -  external

d. person vs. nature  -  external

e. group vs. group  -  external

VI. Characterization:  the method in which an author develops a character

a. protagonist – main character

b. antagonist – force working against the protagonist

c. round character – character that is fully developed; changes can be seen from beginning to end of action.

d. flat character – characters that are not developed fully

1) stock character – hero, heroine, villain

2) sterotypes – “dumb blond,” “dumb jock,” “smart geek”

